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Chondrosarcoma: Extrinsic Compression of the Right Ventricle
and Pericardial Effusion

Condrosarcoma: compresión extrı́nseca del ventrı́culo derecho y derrame pericárdico

Pablo Robles Velasco* and Isabel Monedero Sánchez

Unidad de Cardiologı́a, Hospital Universitario Fundación Alcorcón, Alcorcón, Madrid, Spain

A 78-year-old man diagnosed with mitral valve prolapse and moderate mitral regurgitation presented to the emergency room with a

2-day history of edema and dyspnea. Echocardiography showed severe pericardial effusion with signs of increased intrapericardial

pressure (Figure 1 and video of the Supplementary material; LA, left atrium; LV, left ventricle), as well as a large mass (Figure 1, arrows)

adjacent to the free wall of the right ventricle (RV), in contact with the pericardium. Chest computed tomography showed a mass

measuring 7 � 5 � 6 cm (Figure 2A and 2B, arrows) arising from the fifth costal arch and partially compressing the RV, as well as severe

pericardial effusion (Figure 2, stars). The effusion was drained and showed no malignant cells, and the mass was removed; thereafter, the

tumor was diagnosed as a low-grade chondrosarcoma. At 2 years following the procedure, the patient has had no recurrent disease.

The case presented is of interest because the mass was a slow-growing tumor that expanded toward the interior of the chest and

manifested as an irritative pericardial effusion that established the diagnosis. This form of presentation is extremely uncommon.

Chondrosarcomas of the chest wall are usually low-grade tumors with an excellent prognosis.

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Supplementary material associated with this article can be found in the online version available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/

j.rec.2017.05.033.
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